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2020 is a blessing

by Matt Cox

 I recently had the opportunity to travel to central PA and witness elk in their rut.  The eerie 
sound of bugling echoed through the valley as the bull elk challenged each other.  One very 
majestic bull in particular seemed to be in charge of all of the cows in the meadow.  In the 
time we stood there, the valley eventually filled with over 40 elk including 8 mature bulls.  This 
put a lot of pressure on the dominant bull.  It seemed like he would just start to lay down for a 
rest and some of his cows would want to wander off, or a new young elk would enter the valley 
to challenge him.  We were getting tired just watching his demands of his circumstances.  His 
instincts would not allow him to rest long enough to even let one or two cows wander away.  
This challenge must’ve continued throughout the night because when we returned early the 
next morning his “harem” was considerably smaller and a second bull had collected many of 
the cows.  Yet even in the midst of all this chaos, the incredible beauty and wonder of God’s 
creation was evident and inspiring in so many ways.

 There have been times during this past year when I would feel like we might get a breather only to have one more 
variable change and then we had to be on our feet again.  I know I am not alone in this feeling.  The challenging part 
for myself is evaluating between what pressures come from without (circumstances, etc) and which come from within (my 
own expectations). Many of my fellow camp directors that I have spoken with have shared this same feeling.  Our goal 
is to minister to people, but when we are restricted from contact with people, that makes that goal hard to reach in our 
traditional ways. In my impatience through this ordeal, James 1 has been an encouragement that I am to let patience 
(perseverance) have her perfect work, that I would be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. God is always in the business of 
growing believers up in Him. The word perfect does not mean that we have arrived, but that we are mature.
 
 This has been a season of seeing things differently, of being brought back to the fundamental callings of proclaiming 
the Gospel message. It has exposed patterns, habits and potentially even ruts of ministry that we can fall into and not 
realize we’ve drawn a hard line on how we do things. The Lord brought in a time of stretching and strengthening as we 
had to creatively look for new ways to minister to others.  In the midst of this we discovered many new avenues of ministry.  
From online video devotionals to having our first ever day camp, God has opened our eyes to many new opportunities.  
This has all served as a daily reminder that we don’t know what tomorrow holds, but we personally know the one who 
holds tomorrow. 

There have been so many blessings in 2020 despite unprecedented difficulties. We were blessed to offer Day Camps for local 
kids, disciple our students, and teach online. We’ve been able to help local churches, volunteer for local causes, and care for 
the animals and property at Miracle Mountain Ranch that God has entrusted us with. We are thankful even through the trials to 
be very blessed in 2020. As we start to look forward to future progress, we want to once again continue raising money for the 
new bunkhouse. We have plans to renovate seven of them and build one brand new. So far we’ve raised $42,000 towards this 
project, and this is a fantastic start. We have estimated needing $150,000 to completely finish this project, however when we 
reach the $75,000 mark we will begin on phase one of building. We are grateful for any assistance you might provide in these 
projects, whether that’s through your prayers, your financial gifts, or your volunteering at the Ranch. Please continue to hold 
the Ranch in your prayers as we navigate the unique challenges of 2020. If you have any questions or would like a church 
visit, please contact me at outreachmmr@gmail.com. 

            

by Donnie Rosie
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by  Jenni Cox

 If there’s one thing true about camping is that it is an ever changing landscape.  This year that 
has been especially true within our staff body.  We have the joy of welcoming a new little one onto our 
staff family.  Nathan and Kelsey Snyder welcomed Jane McKenzie into their home on July 31st.  She 
is such an adorable addition to our staff!  We have also had to say some goodbyes as we progressed 
into a new year. 
  One of the joys of a discipleship program is the opportunity 
to have young staff come alongside us in our ministry.  They each 
bring with them unique strengths and giftings that add to our ministry 
dynamic. 
 Calliope Glasscock, who came on for a one-year term in our 
media department, has since headed back to Lancaster.  Calliope 
was a blessing to have around this past year.  When you see photos 
and media from the Ranch, know that she was one of the creative 
talents behind the camera for many of these shots.  
 Philip Weaver, who graduated from our School of Discipleship 
in 2019, came on for a one-year term after his graduation.  He was 
a great help in our Operations Department and connected with 
many of our volunteer workers and crews. 
 Katie Clarahan, our Housekeeper and a part of our Ranch 
family for 7 years, left our team to get married this fall! Katie has 
been a tremendous load-lifter over the years and mentored many 
of the volunteers who have worked with her in housekeeping.  It 
is a never ending and often thankless job, and we appreciate her 
faithfulness.
 Our Programming Department will also be seeing changes 
as Melody Weaver is moving back to her hometown.  Melody’s joy, 
creativity, and enthusiasm were a huge blessing to our program as 
well as staff.  Melody has served with us for 5 years and is also an 
alumni of our SOD program. 
 Lydia Spencer will also be moving away this fall.  Her husband 
Hans is now working in Pittsburgh so they are in the process of 
moving south. Lydia has been on staff for just over 2 years and 
has been such a creative contributor to our media department in 
many different ways.  Also a graduate of our SOD program, she 
has learned so much and become a talented photographer. She will 
continue to work for ROSIE photography as well as doing distance 
work for the Ranch.  We will miss Lydia’s smile around the office and the smell of fresh brewed coffee 
that always seems to follow her. 
 We are also welcoming Miriam Schweyer on staff in a short term housekeeping position until 
we find a full time replacement for Katie.Miriam recently graduated from her second year in our 
program and we are thankful for her willingness to step into this role.  She served in the kitchen as 

a second year. Each of our staff raise their own mission support so there are no salary positions.  We are extremely thankful for the 
sacrificial service of all of our staff here. 

            

            

Glimpse INTO OUR LIVES
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Upcoming retreats & events RETREATS & EVENTS

Calling all Youth Groups! This winter, Miracle Mountain Ranch is hosting a Youth Group fun day. 
Join us on Saturday, February 20th from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM and enjoy a day designed to refresh 
Youth Groups and Youth/Church Leaders alike. While your Youth Group is strengthening relationships 
through shared experiences, fun activities (such as indoor paintball, tubing, games, or team building 
group initiatives), we will be offering optional training sessions with time for round table discussion 
for church leaders and youth professionals.

youth Group Fun Day                                             February 20

Join us for our Winter Blast Retreat! The weekend will include adventure-packed activities such as 
trail rides, octoball, tubing (weather permitting), and much more! Our theme this winter is Mammoth 
Winter Weekend! Please join us for giant games, giant food, giant fun, and giant change in our lives. 
Our chapels will focus on overcoming giant strongholds in our lives through the power of God’s Word 
and a relationship with Jesus Christ. Our scripture passage will be 2 Corinthians 10:1-6. Don’t miss out 
on this fun-filled event! Our weekend starts on Friday, January 22nd with registration at 4:30 p.m. and 
wraps up on Saturday, January 23rd at 7:00 pm.

Youth Winter Blast                                               January 22 – 23

For teens considering the School of Discipleship, S.A.L.T. is a great way to experience ranch life first 
hand. Get a chance to hear testimonies from current School of Discipleship students while serving 
and learning alongside them. Personal devotions, Bible classes, as well as, fun games and activities are 
all on the schedule! You will also gain valuable, behind the scenes insight into what it takes to make 
a ministry function as you experience the various departments of Miracle Mountain Ranch. S.A.L.T. 
begins at 4:30 P.M. on Friday and concludes at 1:00 P.M. on Monday.

S.A.L.t  (Servant Attitude Leadership Training)            January 15 – 18

Come join us in celebrating the birth of our Savior with a time of singing, fellowship, and food. Feel 
free to invite your friends to join us for this festive event. The evening will include Christmas carols, 
decorations, finger foods, cookies, hot drinks, a memorable wagon ride through our western town, 
and great fellowship with friends. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Program begins at 6:30 p.m. We hope to 
see you there! Please RSVP as we are limited on our indoor capacity.

Christmas Party                                                       December 5
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For more information about retreats, housing, costs, and to register, please visit www.MiracleMountainRanch.com.  
For questions or to request a paper registration form, call our office at 814-664-7673.

Join us for our Mother Daughter Day! This day is specifically designed as a special time for mothers and 
daughters to come and enjoy time spent with one another as they build a stronger relationship. This is also 
a great opportunity to do a multigenerational outing. The day will begin with a short devotional, a coffee/
tea bar, and will be followed by several activity options. Whether you are looking to take a trail ride or 
fellowship while doing crafts, this day has much to offer. Registration will begin at 10:00am and the day will 
conclude with a Message from the Mount at 4:30pm.

Mother daughter day          April 24          

We invite you to an evening of fellowship and appetizers with us! If you are a friend of the Ranch, or have 
never been to the ranch, we encourage you to attend!  This is a great opportunity to introduce new friends 
to the mission and work of Miracle Mountain Ranch. This free evening will include great food, fellowship 
with our resident staff and students, updates on MMR events and Scholarship Fund, and giveaways.

fellowship evening                                March 25

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced artist, we invite you to come and join our growing 
community of artists! This summit is an opportunity for you to grow in your abilities to create art for 
the glory of God and connect with other photographers who are passionate about what they do. We 
have structured this time to both challenge and inspire you. The schedule will include a combination 
of both class time and hands on learning opportunities. Our time together will start on Thursday at 
4:30pm and conclude on Saturday at 7:00pm.

photography summit                          April 15 – 17

Come join us for a weekend of finishing or starting those quilting or sewing projects you have been 
meaning to get to. We will hear encouragement from Scripture, enjoy fellowship with other sewers, 
share quilting or sewing tips/hacks, and enjoy delicious meals and snacks. There will also be a small 
weekend project to make if you would rather start something new. Let us know on your registration if 
you would like to do the weekend project and we will provide you with the fabrics when you arrive at 
the retreat. Registration will start at 4:30 pm. If you would like more time to work on your projects, we 
invite you to come and join us for lunch to get a head start.

Quilter’s retreat                             March 4 – 6
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For more information about retreats, housing, costs, and to register, please visit www.MiracleMountainRanch.com.  
For questions or to request a paper registration form, call our office at 814-664-7673.

We invite you to join us on Memorial Day for a day filled with fun, western activities. Open House is a 
great time for you to find out what Miracle Mountain Ranch is all about! Doors open at 10:00 a.m. and 
festivities wrap up at 5:00 p.m. We offer pony rides, trail rides, a vaulting demonstration, a Memorial 
Day service, a Message from the Mount, and much more! We will provide a concession stand, but 
you’re also welcome to bring a picnic lunch. We have wagon tours and activities for all ages to bring 
you back to the Old West. Hope to see you there! See website for 5k details.

OPen house                                                                                       May 31

Take this opportunity to get away and share some quality father-son bonding time together in the great 
outdoors at Miracle Mountain Ranch. There will be a variety of activities including: shooting sports, 
trail rides, paintball, and time on our low-ropes Confidence Course. We also have an all-new activity 
this year – the woodsman challenge! The challenges will include cross-cut, tomahawk throwing, log 
roll, and others. Registration will begin at 4:30 pm.

father son retreat                                                        May 21 – 23

Are you looking for a weekend adventure centered around a western atmosphere with qualified instructors 
to broaden your horsemanship skills? With many classes of horsemanship to choose from, this weekend 
is designed to have something for everyone. The weekend will give you insights into riding and training 
skills while developing a deeper relationship with Christ. Come join our qualified staff for a weekend of 
scenic trail riding, practical ground classes, and valuable horsemanship instruction. There will be open fire 
cooking and many hands-on cowboy experiences all flavored with an ample portion of genuine western 
hospitality! Registration will begin at 4:30 pm. 

Spring Horse lovers                                      May 7 – 9

Join us for Miracle Mountain Ranch’s Father Daughter Retreat. The relationship between a father and 
daughter is so very special. This is why we have created a weekend to reconnect without distractions. 
Come for a weekend of quality time, refreshing fellowship, fun activities, and rich truths from God’s Word 
that will better equip dads and their girls to live their lives for the glory of Jesus Christ. The weekend runs 
from Friday at 4:30 p.m. through brunch on Sunday morning.

Father daughter Retreat                               April 30 – May 2
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Another year has begun at the School of Discipleship! This 
year we have 11 first-year students and three second-year 
students. The students have taken the last several weeks to 
fall into the patterns and rhythms of life here—learning where 

to go, what to do, when to show up—it’s always a learning curve, and every 
year we try to be as gracious as we can while we help the students learn those 
important details.

One of those rhythms of life the students are adjusting to is morning worship 
at School of Discipleship. This year we have decided to gather together in the 
mornings to read Scripture, sing songs, and pray together before beginning the 
day in earnest. Morning worship is family time; there are no grades given, and students and staff gather to worship God together, on equal 
footing. At the same time, we all need to learn what it is to worship God “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23). In singing and praying and working 
and learning, all the rhythms of the Christian life are different from what we have knew before we came to Christ. And this process of learning 
the “ins and outs” of the new life we have in Christ takes a lifetime to learn. “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 
3:18).

So pray for our students this year, and pray for us as well. Pray for grace as we all continue to learn the new rhythms of life in the Spirit, learn 
to walk in step with the Spirit, and learn to be gracious to others along the way.

School of Discipleship
 by Daniel Stanley

Airport Pick-ups:
Airport pickups from Erie International Airport are also available if you plan to fly in for a retreat.  The cost for airport pick-ups is $80.00 round trip. All arrangements 
should be made with the Ranch office prior to securing your tickets.

Horseback riding is a physical activity. Due to safety issues, there is a weight limit of 250 lbs for all riders. It is highly recommended that you have the ability to 
mount and dismount the horse with minimal assistance. Please contact the MMR office if you have any questions.

Horseback Riding:

Directions:
For accurate internet directions, go to Google Maps and enter “Eldred Hill Rd, Spring Creek, PA 16436” for your destination.  Miracle Mountain Ranch is located 
1.5 miles off of Route 426.

Bunkhouse – A heated bunkhouse which sleeps up to 10 and will be using our Brokenstraw Bathhouse facilities.
Top Hand Quarters – A heated dorm-style room, which sleeps from 2 to 10 people, with a restroom in the room. 

All housing is available on a first-come, first-served basis. Individuals and non-family groups will be housed by gender groups. Married couples and/or families will 
be housed together in their own room. All accommodations are group housing units.

We offer two housing options for most adult and family retreats.

Additional Retreat Information

Do you know a high school graduate who might benefit from this program? 
To request an information packet and to apply, visit www.SchoolofDiscipleship.org or call our office at (814) 664-7673.

Retreat Housing:

            



8

PRAYER:

• Wisdom 
• New class of students 
• Winter retreats
• Resident staff 
• Discernment for the new year 
• Safety and finances to set a double wide trailer for staff housing
• Safety and health through the winter for our staff and animals

PRAISES:

• The ability to hold 4 ½ weeks of day camps in the midst of a 
pandemic.

• Many new kids that had never come to camp before.
• Financial gifts that have allowed us to stay operating even with 

having to cancel many events. 
• A summer that had enough rain to provide for a good hay harvest, 

but plenty of sunshine which allowed us to be outside with our 
summer program. 

• The 15 students beginning their year in the School of Discipleship. 
• The Lord’s continued protection. 

praises & prayer requests

Pool Toys + Noodles
Swimming Goggles

Pick Axes
Spade Tip Shovels

Adirondack Rocking Chairs
Little Tike Houses

Industrial Playground Equipment
Snow Shovels

Skilled Craftsman for volunteer projects

WANTED ITEMS
June 13–22

June 23–25

June 27–July 2

July 4–9

July 11–16

July 18–23

July 25–30

Aug. 1–6

Aug. 8–10

Aug. 12–15 &

Sept 3–6

Staff Training

Buckaroo 1

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Buckaroo 2

Family Camp 

SUMMER CAMP 2021:
December 5

January 15 – 18

January 22 – 23

February 20

March 4 – 6

March 25

April 15 – 17

April 24

April 30 – May 2

May 7 – 9

May 21 – 23 

Christmas Party

SALT

Youth Winter Blast 

Youth Group Fun Day

Quilter’s Retreat

Fellowship Evening 

Photography Summit

Mother Daughter Day

Father Daughter Retreat

Spring Horse Lover’s 

Father Son Retreat

RETREATS & EVENTS:
Calendar
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Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________ State: ______________ Zip: ________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________

Partn’r With us!

You may also give online at mmrm.org/build-a-bunkhouse/  For more information, call (814) 664-7673.

o  $25
o  $50
o  $100

Miracle Mountain Ranch
101 Rodeo Drive

Spring Creek, PA 16436Please send my tax-deductible receipt to:

o  $250
o  $500
o  $1,000

o  $2,000
o  $5,000
o Other: $ __________

o  Scholarship Fund  
o  General Fund

o New Bunkhouse
o Other: __________

Designate to:

            


